Three cases of locally advanced pancreatic cancer successfully treated with chemoradiation and chemotherapy.
We report three cases with unresectable locally advanced pancreatic cancer (PC) treated with a combination of chemoradiotherapy (CRT) and systemic chemotherapy, using gemcitabine (GEM) and/or S-1. All three cases were diagnosed as having locally advanced unresectable PC without distant metastatic lesions based on computed tomography, endoscopic retrograde pancreatography and/or blushing cytology. In Cases 1 and 2, we applied a so-called sandwich therapy, which consisted of induction chemotherapy before CRT and maintenance chemotherapy after CRT. The induction and maintenance chemotherapy in Cases 1 and 2 used a combination of GEM and S-1, whereas maintenance therapy with GEM or S-1 was applied in Case 3. S-1-based CRT was performed in Cases 1 and 2, and GEM-based CRT in Case 3. Survivals were 27 and 65 months, respectively, in two cases, and the disease remained stable in the other case 30 months after diagnosis. We show three cases with unresectable locally advanced PC who achieved long-term survival (27-65 months) after treatment with a combination of CRT and systemic chemotherapy, using GEM and/or S-1. Our findings indicate that sandwich therapy might be particularly effective for locally advanced PC.